
 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 
 

“But when these signs begin to 
happen, stand erect and raise your 
heads because your redemption is at 
hand.”                              (Luke 21:28) 
 

We celebrate Advent each year in 
preparation for the birth of Jesus, His 
first coming, as we await His second 
coming.  What will you do differently 
this Advent season to grow in 
friendship and love with Jesus?  How 
will you inspire others to do the 
same?  Start by sharing your God 
story with others, especially those 
closest to you.  Invite and accompany 
them on their faith journey this 
Advent.    
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Dec. 5: Knights of Columbus Breakfast to 

benefit Christmas is Sharing. 
 

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
 

Dec. 7: Immaculate Conception Mass  

  5:30 p.m. St Charles 
 

Dec. 8: Immaculate Conception Mass  

  9:00 a.m. St Charles 

  1:00 p.m. St Ann 

  3:00 p.m. St Barbara 

  5:30 p.m. St Louise 
 

Dec. 13:  Altar Society Christmas Party 
 

Dec. 21:  Parish Council – 6:00 p.m. 
 

Dec. 24: Christmas Masses: 

  3:00 p.m. – St Ann, Arco 

  5:00 p.m. – St Barbara, Mackay 

  7:30 p.m. – St Louise, Challis 

10:00 p.m. – St Charles, Salmon 
 

Dec. 25: Christmas Mass: 

  9:00 a.m. – St Charles, Salmon 

  1:00 p.m. – St Joseph, Leadore 
 

Dec. 25: Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph 

  4:00 p.m. St Charles, Salmon 
 

Dec. 26: Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph 

  8:30 a.m. St Charles, Salmon 

11:00 a.m. St Louise, Challis 

  2:00 p.m. St Ann, Arco 

  4:00 p.m. St Barbara, Mackay 

 

It is with heartfelt sadness 
St. Charles Parish will not have our 

traditional Advent Dinner. 
 

May you and your family remain steadfast 
in faith & health this Advent & Christmas.  

Reflection on the First Sunday of Advent 

Loving God, I don't have the right 
words.  I'm not sure where to begin, but I 
know you are the hope and promise of my 
life.  Be with me today, Lord.  Let me look 
at my life and my day today and open my 
heart completely to you.  Come, Lord 
Jesus. I yearn for you, my God and 
Savior.  To you O Lord, I lift my 
soul.  Guide me in your truth and teach 
me. " 

Upon lighting the first candle of your 
Advent wreath you, with your family may 
pray:  

“All powerful God, increase our strength of 
will for doing good, so that Christ may find 
an eager welcome when He comes again 
and calls us to his side in the kingdom of 
heaven, where he lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever 
and ever.  ~AMEN.” 

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/Collaborati
veMinistry/Advent/ 

 

 

REFLECTION on the FIRST SUNDAY of ADVENT 

It happens every year, as predictably as drawing up a shopping list, decorating the tree and planning 
the Christmas Dinner. Every year we think, “Now THIS is the year when I really will enter into 
Advent.” And there it pretty much stays. Little may happen beyond hearing at Mass the different 
readings of the darkness and the promise of hope.  

We ponder in our hearts:  Our lives are full, our families are good, my grades at school are good, I 
have fun with my friends, we like our house. We have everything, on the surface, everything we 
could want.  But in the quiet darkness, we are aware of something stirring in our hearts, a longing 
we can't name. Something that no trip to the store, no decorations, no party can fill.  Such a deep 
longing might be risky, even dangerous, so we push it away — quickly — and busy ourselves again.  

The days are coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel 
and Judah. Jeremiah 33  

The stirring returns. What is this promise for us? What does it mean for us in our comfortable, 
complicated and messy lives? We want to be better people! Our lives are not perfect. We don't want 
to delve into our relationships at home or in community because we don't want to upset the way 
things are. We may be impatient with our children, unreasonable with our spouses, and we might 
even admit, disappointed in our lives.  

What if this Advent, we allow ourselves to imagine a life that is different? What if our hearts were 
at peace and our lives more satisfying? That longing in the most hidden corners of our hearts is 
something holy, a Holy Longing, a desire for a deeper relationship with God, a desire to truly make 
Christ the King of our mind, our body, our soul, our life here on earth.  

We might squirm and stammer all of the excuses we know: "Not now. I'm really busy. I'm not a very 
holy person.  I'm going to get to a serious relationship with God as soon as my kids are gone... when 
I don't have to care for my parents; when I get a promotion at work; when I pay off that big debt; 
when my spouse quits drinking; when…." There are dozens of ways we can evade the issue, but 
still, that longing is there for something more.   

Advent is a time to recognize both our holy longing and the healing love God has for us, despite the 
many barriers we put up between ourselves and God. We can start simply, to just rest at the edge 
of our bed each morning, open our hands and whisper, "Come, Lord Jesus!"   If we let ourselves 
feel what is in our hearts, we know they are filled with love. We can carry that experience with us 
as we go through even the most challenging moments of our days, even when those moments are 
heaped one on top of the other with no relief in sight. We may not know exactly where to begin to 
fill this longing in our hearts but it is simple. God waits with infinite love and with arms 
outstretched to meet us. The words we say don't matter when they come from our heart.  We can 
speak to God as a friend we have not seen in a long time, one with whom we can sit in a comfortable 
silence, a friend to whom we want to listen.  

At first, it's just about taking a step. Even if we are fearful about this we can always say to God 
what is in our hearts. In this Advent season it is time to take this first step again, to set ourselves 
on the way back home, back home in God’s heart.  Any one, or all of the sentences of this prayer 
can be a start: 

Continued on the next page… 
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